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Governor Phil Murphy 
 

Tropical Storm Warning 
 
 *   This storm will impact the entire state in one way or another. 
 *   Depending on where you are in inland new jersey, you should expect 
drenching rains through tomorrow. 
    *   Along the coastline, your biggest threat will be the winds which may also 
mean some storm surge flooding. 
    *   There is the possibility of power outages, and we remind everyone to call 
those in immediately. 
    *   Do not attempt to drive into any flood waters and stay alert for fallen power 
lines. 
 

Rate of Transmission 
 
 *   As expected, our rate of transmission has increased. Today our rate of 
transmission stands at 1.48 when it was 0.87 one month ago. 
    *   We believe some of this increase is attributable to the number of house 
parties and indoor events we’ve seen across the state. 
    *   We cannot be any clearer that indoor gatherings where social distancing 
isn’t practiced and face masks 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Limits on Indoors 
 
 *   Today we are limiting indoor gatherings to 25% of a room’s capacity with a 
maximum of 25 persons. 
    *   This will not apply to weddings, funerals, and religious services and 
activities protected by the first amendment. Those gatherings are still limited to 
25% capacity but can be up to 100 people. 
 *   We welcome the proactive action of Airbnb from removing the listings of 
locations that have become hot spots for large indoor gatherings. 
 *   Until we begin to see the number of cases decrease and our rate of 
transmission drop appreciably, these restrictions will remain in place. 
 *   Reminder: Restaurants must have at least two open walls to serve diners 
indoors 
 

Reopening Schools 
 
 *   Face coverings will be required for all students at all times while inside a 
school building, regardless of social distancing, unless doing so would inhibit an 
individual’s health. 
    *   This tightens the requirement we previously put in place. 
    *   The updated guidance from the Department of Education will also include 
several exceptions to this standard including an exception for certain students 
with disabilities. 
    *   DOE will also be sharing its checklist of specific items that its county 
offices of education will use to ensure district plans meet guidelines. There will 
also be an FAQ issued. 
 *   I spoke with Dr. Linda Darling Hammond, President of the California State 
Board of Education. She has written extensively on international school 
reopening practices, and we discussed that. It was a thoughtful and constructive 
conversation. 
 

Executive Order 
 
 *   I’m signing an executive order that will allow any public employee eligible for 
enrollment into the state health benefits plan to immediately enroll upon hire, 
instead of waiting 60 days. 
    *   We must ensure that our workforce has access to health care during this 
pandemic. 
 
 
  



The Numbers 
 
New cases: 264 
New statewide total: 181,660 
Rate of transmission 8/1: 1.48 
NJ spot positivity rate 7/30: 1.88% 
 
Hospitalized: 738 
Lab-confirmed positives: 356 
Persons under investigation: 382 
Requiring intensive care: 144 
Require ventilators: 49 
 
New deaths: 10 
New statewide total deaths: 13,971 
Total additional probable deaths: 1,875 
 

Some individuals lost to COVID-19 honored today 
 
 *   We remember Winston Pettway Jr., who ran LPH Packaging with his wife. 
Winston was an outdoorsman, enjoying trips to go hunting and fishing. He loved 
to cook, and his family will remember the love & compassion he showed to 
everyone he came into contact with. 
 *   We remember Joseph Milon, who taught world history for 35 years at 
Passaic High School. Joe and his family spent their summers in Seaside Park, 
where he served as a Seasonal Police Officer. Joe had a big heart, and was 
deeply proud of his kids and grandkids. 
 *   We remember Hedda Scheck. Born in Germany, she was imprisoned along 
with mother & brothers when the Nazis rose to power, while her father was 
taken to a concentration camp. In December 1938, they escaped to the U.S. 
Hedda was generous & independent. 
 

Others lost 
 
 *   Deeply saddened by the passing of longtime Star-Ledger reporter Sue 
Epstein. For 42 years, she was an award-winning investigative journalist and 
court reporter, and shared in a 2005 Pulitzer Prize. Our thoughts are with her 
family, her former colleagues, and all who knew her. 
 
 
 



Economic Development Authority 
 
 *   Since 1988, Newark-based and woman-owned Pabco Industries has 
supplied maintenance and cleaning supplies. With expenses piling up during 
covid19, Pabco looked to the NJ EDA for assistance and received 
small-business focused grants and loans. 
 

Department of Health Commissioner Judy Persichilli 
 

Flatten the Curve 
 
 *   New Jerseyans did an incredible job flattening the curve. 
 *   In order to keep the virus contained in our state, we need residents to 
continue to adhere to preventive measures. Now is not the time to be 
complacent. 
    *   Stay at least 6 feet apart from one another, especially those who are not 
from your household in both indoor and outdoor spaces. 
    *   Choose outdoor activities over any indoor activity. 
    *   We should all wear face coverings to protect each other, and both your 
nose and mouth should be covered. 
    *   Wash your hands with soap and water, keep hand sanitizer close, and 
don’t touch your face. 
    *   Cover coughs and sneezes. 
 

Multi-System Inflammatory Syndrome 
 
 *   We now have 54 cases. No new cases since last report. 
 
    *   The ages are between 1 – 18. 
    *   1 is currently hospitalized. 
    *   All have either tested positive for covid19 or had positive antibody tests. 
    *   There have been no deaths. 
 
 

Hospital and Resource usage. 
 
 *   34% of critical care patients are on ventilators. Lowest number to date. 
 *   Everyone coming into hospitals now are considered persons under 
investigation until a test is completed which impacts the total hospitalization 
numbers. 



    *   The conversion rate is typically 20-30%. 
 *   Our spot positivity rate in testing is for July 30 is 1.88%. North was 1.38%, 
Central was 1.43% and the South 3.46%. 
 

Deaths 
 
 *   3 of the 10 deaths reported today occurred over the past 5 days. 1 occurred 
in May, 3 are from June, and the rest are from July. 
 *   Demographic breakdown of total: 
    *   White 54.1% 
    *   Black 18.3% 
    *   Hispanic 20.2% 
    *   Asian 5.5% 
    *   Other 1.8% 
 

Long Term Care Facilities 
 
 *   At the state’s veterans’ homes 388 residents have tested positive and 146 
residents have died. No new cases or deaths. 
 *   Psychiatric hospitals have had 212 patients testing positive and there have 
been 13 deaths. No new cases or deaths. 
 

Colonel Pat Callahan 
 

EO Violations 
 
 *   North Arlington restaurant cited for a second time. Owner believed he could 
have patrons indoors as long as they were by the window. 
 *   Edison, one restaurant had an excess of 100 patrons with no face coverings 
or social distancing and a self-serve buffet. 
 

Tropical Storm 
 
 *   Limit your travel, keep away from rip tides, make smart decisions. 
 *   The best place to go is ready.nj.gov. You should be preparing. 
    *   Emergency kits. 
    *   Communications plan. 
    *   Weather Updates. 
    *   Survival Guides 
 

http://ready.nj.gov/


Questions from the media 
 
What is the PPE situation? Are we still purchasing ventilators? Are we still 
sending out whatever PPE arrives? Is this the start of the second wave? 
Murphy: I don’t think we ever graduated out of the first wave. We have bulked 
up our capacity for ventilators. 
 
Persichilli: In our hospitals right now, we have about 2,452 ventilators and an 
additional 1,917. In use right now are totally 535. We believe right now we have 
enough ventilators, but if we see that use is increasing, we will look for more. 
We have about 1,880 alternate ventilators in use as well. 
 
Callahan: It’s still coming in and going out. Our first resource request to FEMA 
the first week of March is still a steady flow in. 
 
Dr. Tan: We don’t know what our true baseline is for covid19, so I would say we 
are on the opposite end of the first wave. Only time will tell where our numbers 
go, but it’s hard for us to estimate what our true baseline is. 
 
Now that you have this “alarming uptick in infections” and a likelihood of a 
second wave, isn’t this time to consider establishing clear benchmarks so that 
companies, workers and families can create adequate protections? Why is it 
okay to accept specific benchmarks for quarantining travelers from other states, 
but not for possible closing and reopening, including schools? 
Murphy: I think we still have the pregnant question of what school looks like, so 
I’ll put that aside. But limiting indoor gatherings like we did today is a pretty 
meaningful step. I think we sit with that for the time being and we monitor that. 
We also continue to look at the number for outdoor gatherings. We knew that as 
we opened incrementally our number would go up, but it has gone up more 
uncomfortably than we had hoped. I think we have benchmarks. We need low, 
single digit spot positivity, which we have, and we need rate of transmission 
under 1, which we don’t have. I think that’s where we are. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Are temperature checks being done at airports? If not, why not? How can you 
be sure that people are filling out the survey? 
Persichilli: Our uptake for our electronic survey was lower than we had hoped 
last week, somewhere between 5 and 10% which is pretty low comparatively to 
Connecticut. We are working more on the public awareness part of that. 
Temperature checks have some controversy because of what the exact number 
is. Elderly individuals, their temperature control system is not as accurate and in 
children it is much higher. 
 
Dr. Tan: With temperature checks that is one metric you can use for screening. 
There is a lot of different variation that comes into play when you do those 
checks. Older individuals may not be able to mount a fever. Sometimes 
temperature checks aren’t done properly either. 
 
The restaurant and hospitality association said today that dining in restaurants 
is safer than most other activities not permitted, including riding busses and 
going shopping, and that the uptick in cases isn’t linked to them because they 
aren’t open, do you have any response to that? 
Murphy: Here’s the thing, you have to take your mask off. I did not see the press 
conference, so I can’t speak to exactly what they said, and for the most part 
folks are being incredibly responsible. Notwithstanding the enormous hurt they 
are under, the fact is you can’t eat or drink with your mask on, and that isn’t the 
case on a bus or a train. I can see table service with drinks brought to the table 
a lot sooner than we can see congregating around a bar. 
 
Do you support allocating a portion of CARES Act funding to restaurants? 
Murphy: If we have the federal money, absolutely. It’s really discouraging the 
lack of process in getting federal money. With that we can help those who need 
it most. 
 
At this stage, are you encouraging county or local officials to restrict short term 
rentals in any way? 
Murphy: I have not spoken with local officials on this. I applaud what Airbnb did 
and I know we will continue to keep an eye on any out of compliance behavior. 
 
  



New Jersey implemented one of the strictest lockdowns in the US, and your 
administration was more conservative than most with its reopening plan. Given 
the outbreaks that we’re seeing and the time it’s taking to get test results, was 
this inevitable? Is NJ proof positive that there is no safe way to reopen absent a 
vaccine? 
Murphy: We signaled that we would be reopening incrementally so we could 
assess the impact of those openings. We’ve gone through that process and we 
knew that as we opened up, we would take on more risk. I think several factors 
have evolved since we began that process. I don’t think any of them are 
insurmountable, so I remain an optimist that we can have some sense of 
normalcy pre-vaccine. One is the raging increase in cases across the country, 
and that has shown that indoor stuff is the cause of outbreaks and there has 
been an enormous strain on our testing capabilities which has impacted our 
ability to track data and contact trace. Another is, as the clock has gone on and 
the weather has gotten nicer, we have seen some more non-compliant indoor 
behavior. I think we can recover from these. The self-responsibility is an 
important piece here with both quarantining from travel, getting tested, social 
distancing. We can recapture, with the help of a federal response that is robust, 
testing capacity. 
 
Are there areas of the state that will be impacted by this storm worse than 
others? 
Callahan: based upon the band, a few miles either way could be the difference 
between 2-4 inches and 6-8 inches. Tomorrow at this time is when the winds 
are expected to be the most. Starting late tonight for 24+ hours there is going to 
be a lot of rain. 
 
Are you aware of a large house party in Alpine that was broken up by the 
police? Busses filled with people from NYC came over to that party. 
Murphy: I am aware only generally of this party and have not liked what I’ve 
heard. I understand it was more outside than outside but based on what I’ve 
heard there was a lot of congregation and not a lot of face masks if any. If it’s 
true that they were bussed in, that’s not going to end well either for the sponsors 
of the party or the health of the people who were there. 
 
  



Do you expect a second wave? When could that happen? Could NJ experience 
it before other parts of the country? 
Dr. Tan: I think we know a lot about what we can do, absent a vaccine, of how 
to mitigate the spread of covid19. We haven’t had the opportunity to give you 
some of the evidence, but I did want to cite a CDC report recently that cited two 
stylists at a salon that were covid positive who interacted with over 100 
individuals, but none of those individuals got ill because of the masking policy. 
We have tools right now that will help mitigate against increases in covid19 
spread. It’s hard to predict whether we will see a second wave, and we hope 
that there won’t be since we all know what we should be doing. We have to 
continue to heed all that advice. 
 
Since house parties are at least partly to blame for the increase in cases, are 
you worried about people holding hurricane parties? 
Murphy: I’m not a fan of hurricane parties. I’ve not been invited to one, and I 
assume that we’re not going to take too kindly to them. I would assume you’d be 
inside, and that doesn’t make sense. That doesn’t end well. We know that. 
 
When was the last time that rate of transmission was this high? 
Murphy: Just eyeballing this, it looks to me like it’s early April. We will follow up 
with a date. That wasn’t a fun period for us. 
 
Is there a benchmark for the Rt that would set off alarm bells for you? 
Murphy: If the Rt remains in this neighborhood for a prolonged period of time we 
would have to take action, but I can’t say for sure what that action would be. 
 
Many schools have worked into their reopening plans “mask breaks” but would 
they still be allowed under the guidelines announced today? Would they be able 
to take their masks off to eat or drink? 
Murphy: I would say this would not allow for mask breaks indoors. Yes, they 
would be able to remove them to eat or drink. 
 
 
Antonia Spano 
Director of Legislative Affairs 
Hoboken Strategy Group 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 


